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Outstanding 86% Pass rate in 

Year 1 Phonics 



What is phonics? 
Phonics is a way of teaching children to read quickly and skilfully. They are taught how to: 
• Recognise the sounds that each individual letter makes; 
• Identify the sounds that different combinations of letters make - such as ‘sh’ or ‘oo’; and 
• Blend these sounds together from left to right to make a word. 

Children can then use this knowledge to ‘de-code’ new words that they hear or see. This is the first 
important step in learning to read.

At St Marys we follow the Read Write Inc scheme to ensure our children have high quality decoding 
techniques. 



Reception 
Programme Progression: 

• Read storybooks and non-fiction books closely 
matched to their developing phonic knowledge

• Take home Phonics storybooks to share
• Read with fluency and expression
• Learn to spell using known sounds
• Write confidently by practising what they want 

to write out loud first
• Work well with a partner.

How do we ensure Phonics is of high quality in our school? 

Year 1 
Literacy and Language:

• Gives every child a deep understanding of what 
they read using the special 'three reads' approach

• Fully prepares every child for writing using a 
planning, drafting and revising method

• Teaches grammar in context so that children can 
apply it seamlessly in their own writing

• Supports the grammar and punctuation aspects of 
the Key Stage 1 and 2 tests

• Includes practice tests to build confidence prior to 
statutory assessment

• Creates articulate speakers where children justify 
their answers and learn how to debate.



Actions for 2017 - 2018 

• For the Nursery to start Read Write Inc

The children will learn 30 sounds in short daily sessions, preparing 
them for Reception. 

• Continue the high standards of monitoring of children to ensure all 
children are progressing with their phonics. 


